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SUB J : PROPOSED VISIT OF "AMIGOS DE LA AMERICAS" 

1. EMBASSY WAS VISITED BRIEFLY ON MARCH 7 BY A MR. TED GROSSER 
REPRESENTING HOUSTON-BASED CHARITABLE ORGANIZATION CALLED 
"AMIGOS DE LAS AMERICAS". AS DEPARTMENT IS PROBABLY AWARE, 
"AMIGOS" CONSISTS OF VOLUNTEERS ENGAGED IN IMMUNIZATIONS IN 
VARIOUS PARTS OF LATIN AMERICA. ACCORDING TO GROSSER, WHO 
LEFT QUITO ON MARCH 8, A GROUP OF 200 "AMIGOS" ARE PLANNING 

TO ARRIVE IN ECUADOR SOME TIME IN APRIL TO BEGIN AN INNOCULATION 
PROGRAM. HE DID NOT REQUEST EMBASSY ASSISTANCE OTHER THAN FOR 
A BRIEFING WHEN GROUP ARRIVES. 

2. MISSION IS CONCERNED THAT "AMIGOS" MAY NOT HAVE COORDINATED 
VISIT WITH GOE AND THAT THIS COULD GIVE RISE TO POSSIBLE 
COMPLICATIONS AND MISUNDERSTANDINGS. LOCAL PRESS IS AWARE 
THAT IN THE PAST "AMIGOS" HAVE BEEN ACCUSED OF "STERILIZATION 
CAMPAIGNS" ELSEWHERE IN LA. FOR EXAMPLE, THE ANTHROPOLOGICAL 
ASSOCIATION OF QUITO'S CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY HAS ISSUED A 

PRESS BULLETIN WHICH APPEARED IN THE MARCH 24 EDITION 
OF EL COMERCIO, QUTIL'S LEADING DAILY, ALLEGING THAT 
LATIN AMERICA IS THREATENED BY A "GIGANTIC" STERILIZATION 
CAMPAIGN BEING UNDERTAKEN BY VARIOUS INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS. LATER IN SAME BULLETIN, ASSOCIATION STATES, 
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OBLIGED TO LEAVE PERU IN JULY 1974 BECAUSE THEY HAD BEEN 
ACCUSED OF STERILIZING CAMPESINO CHILDREN BY MEANS OF A 
MEASLES VACCINE. 

3. IN LIGHT OF THIS UNFORTUNATE PUBLICITY. WE BELIEVE 

IT ESPECIALLY IMPORTANT THAT "AMIGOS" COORDINATE ANY 
CONTEMPLATED VISIT TO ECUADOR WITH GOE WITH THE UTMOST 
CARE AND THOROUGHNESS BEFORE FINALLY FIRMING UP PLANS 
TO COME. 

4. ACTION REQUESTED: REQUEST THAT DEPARTMENT FOLLOW-UP OUR 
INITIAL CONTACT WITH "AMIGOS" THROUGH THEIR HEADQUARTERS, 

5618 STAR LANE, HOUSTON, TELEPHONE (713) 782-5290 AND SEEK 

TO OBTAIN FURTHER INFORMATION REGARDING "AMIGOS" PLANS 
(PRECISE DATES OF PROPOSED VISIT, ETC.). RECOMMEND 
DEPARTMENT ALSO SEEK TO ASCERTAIN WHAT COORDINATION "AMIGOS" 
HAVE EFFECTED WITH GOE MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND, IF "AMIGOS” 

DO NOT HAVE MINISTRY'S WRITTEN CONSENT FOR VISIT, THAT IT 
BE SOUGHT PRIOR TO FINAL DECISION TO COME HERE. IN INTEREST 
OF SAVING TIME, EMBASSY WOULD BE PLEASED TO CONVEY 
"AMIGOS" WRITTEN REQUEST TO GOE HEALTH MINISTRY, IF 
DEPARTMENT PERCEIVES NO OBJECTION. 
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